The Electrical and Electronics
Industries in ASEAN
Investing in the hub of Asia’s electrical
and electronics industries

Thailand is a leading production
base for the world’s electrical and
electronics industries.
Thailand is a leading production base for
the world’s electrical and electronics
industries. The sectors generate US$47
billion annually or almost 30 percent of
the country’s export revenues. Thailand
is also ASEAN’s largest electrical appliance
producer.
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The kingdom is the leading producer of
hard disk drives and integrated circuits,
which account for 54 percent and 29
percent of electronic exports respectively.
The main export destinations are ASEAN,
the EU, Japan, the US, the Middle East and
China. The value of electronics exports is
estimated at US$29 billion.
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The country hosts the world’s top
electrical and electronics companies
such as Sony, Hitachi, Samsung, Fujitsu,
Seagate, Electrolux, LG Electronics and
more. With the country’s accessibility,
and a variety of activities and attractions,
multinational companies have established
production bases as well as facilities for
testing and research and development.
These companies employ more than
370,000 skilled workers.

Thailand’s labor costs remain competitive,
especially considering Thai workers are
well educated and friendly, and possess
exceptional technical skills. Thailand’s
Council of Engineers has accredited 61
public and private engineering institutes
to date.
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Thailand’s pro-business government
policies and the country’s manufacturing
capabilities for high-tech consumer
electronics such as computers and
mobile phones continue to attract
investors from around the world. The
government, particularly the Board of
Investment and the Ministry of Commerce,
incentivize investment and encourage
expansion. Infrastructure in Thailand is
well developed and there is a diverse
base of support industries. Its strategic
location makes it an accessible hub for
businesses.

Many European and American companies
are focusing on Thailand as they hedge
their China bets and take advantage of
Thailand’s free trade agreements.
Thailand’s components and assembly
industry are growing and decentralizing,
spreading out from Bangkok into the
surrounding provinces. This makes
Thailand competitive. Nearly all of the
world’s key hard disk drive manufacturers
are located within a 250-kilometer
radius of Bangkok.
Electronics imports are rising too,
primarily in semiconductors, discrete
components and subcomponents.
Integrated circuits are Thailand’s largest
import and second largest electronics
export. The sustained demand presents a
business opportunity. Upstream electronics,
such as semiconductor devices, diodes
and transistors are still imported. There
remain opportunities to manufacture
these components locally.
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